
Old Man & the Sea: Writing Assignment 2: Theme 
Objective: to give students an opportunity to express themselves creatively, analytically, 
logically, scientifically, and reflectively. 
 
 
Curriculum Outcomes 
The series of writing assignments for the Old Man & the Sea were designed so students would 
meet one, two or more of the following curricular outcomes and indicators: 
 

● CC9.1b Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore identity 
(e.g., Exploring Loyalty, Love, and Relationships), social responsibility (e.g., Equal 
Opportunity), and efficacy (e.g., Surviving and Conquering) 

● CC9.4a Use pragmatic (e.g., inclusive language that supports people across cultures, 
genders, ages, and abilities), textual (e.g., strong leads, coherent body, and effective 
endings), syntactic (e.g., subordination to show more precisely the relationships between 
ideas), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., both the denotative and connotative 
meaning of words), graphophonic (e.g., knowledge of spelling patterns and rules to 
identify, analyze, and correct spelling errors), and other cues (e.g., combine print and 
visuals to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning. 

● CC9.5a Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations to best 
represent message for an intended audience and purpose. 

● CR9.4a View and demonstrate comprehension and evaluation of visual and multimedia 
texts including illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, pamphlets, photography, art works, 
video clips, and dramatizations to glean ideas suitable for identified audience and 
purpose. 

 
Procedure 
There are a number of themes in Hemingway’s Old Man & the Sea. For this exercise students 
are required to respond to a series of theme-related questions. Theme is defined as the 
controlling idea or central insight of the novel; it is the author’s underlying meaning, main idea or 
purpose for writing the novel. 
 
Watch this short video to learn a little bit more about theme before answering the questions 
below: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSPO194N0OU 
 
1). Answer each question in the space provided using complete sentences. Ensure each 
sentence has no grammatical errors and is relevant. For some questions I’ve indicated a 
word minimum exists. In these cases, you must meet the word minimum in order to 
receive full credit for the assignment. 
2). The assignment is due on the day it is assigned. Late assignments will be penalized. The 
assignment is evaluated on the basis of a rubric. See below. 
 
 
 



 

Question 1: Fill in the table below listing four physical and four intangible qualities of 
Santiago. 
 
Physical attributes are qualities related to appearance, height, age, strength, etc. and 
intangible attributes are things like the character’s psychology, motivation, morality 
and motivation. 

 

Physical Intangible 

  

  

  

  

 

Question 2: Do you personally identify or sympathize with Santiago? Explain. 
Word Minimum: 40 

Write your answer to Question 2 here. 

Question 3: For this question you might have to do some quick research to understand 
what is meant by the different types of conflicts listed below. Whether we are talking 
about a movie or a book, the main character is always involved or challenged by some 
sort of conflict. What kind of conflict is Santiago engaged in? 
 
Is it person versus person? Person versus nature? Or person versus society? 
 
In your answer, identify the conflict and then explain in detail why you arrived at your 
answer? 
Word Minimum: 40 

Write your answer to Question 3 here. 

Question 4: What lesson did Santiago ultimately learn in the story? Support your 
answer by making reference to an event, or several events, from the novella. 
Word Minimum: 60 

Write your answer to Quest 4 here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Rubric 
 

 1 2 3 

Sentences Written One or more 
grammatical errors 
found in the 
sentences  

 No grammatical 
errors found in any 
sentence 

Deadline Met Assignment 
completed in full but 
submitted late 

 Assignment 
completed in full and 
submitted by 
deadline 

 
 


